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conditionally, all that was required, we might have been
satisfied; but what would Europe have judged of their
submission? that they shrunk before us, as a conquered
people, who, having lately yielded to our arms, were now
compelled to sacrifice to our pride. The honour of the
publick is, indeed, of high importance; but we must re-
member, that we have had to transact with a mighty king
and a powerful nation, who have unluckily been taught to
think, that they have honour to keep or lose, as well as our-
selves.

When the admiralty were told, in June, of the warning
given to Hunt, they were, I suppose, informed that Hunt
had first provoked it by warning away 'the Spaniards, and
naturally considered one act of insolence as balanced by
another, without expecting that more would be done on
either side. Of representations and remonstrances there
would be no end, if they were to be made whenever small
commanders, are uncivil to each other; nor could peace
ever be enjoyed, if, upon such transient provocations, it be
imagined necessary to prepare for war. We might then,
it is said, have increased our force with more leisure and
less inconvenience; but this is to judge only by the event.
We omitted to disturb the publick, because we did not sup-
pose that an armament would be necessary.

Some mouths afterwards, as has been told, Buccarelli,
the governour of Buenos Ayres, sent against the settle-
ment of port Egmont a force which ensured the conquest.
The Spanish commander required the English captains to
depart, but they, thinking that resistance necessary, which
they knew to be useless, gave the Spaniards the right of
prescribing terms of capitulation. The Spaniards imposed
no new condition, except that the sloop should not sail
under twenty days; and of this they secured the perform-
ance by taking off the rudder.

To an inhabitant of the land there appears nothing in all
this unreasonable or offensive. If the English intended to
keep their stipulation, how were they injured by the de-
tention of the rudder? If the rudder be to a ship, what his